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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU GRANTED MORTAR BOARD CHAPTER 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University will soon join 
a select group of co~leges and universities nationwide with 
National Mortar Board chapters. 
Mortar Board, a national university honors society, recently 
approved Eastern's Tassels Honor Society as a chapter of Mortar 
Board. The installation of the chapter will be held later this 
academic year, according to Herbert Lasky, Eastern's Director of 
Honors Programs and Tassels Adviser. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 MORTARBOARD 
Lasky said affiliation with Mortar Board represents another 
milestone in the history of the senior level honors society. 
"While Tassels is designed to recognize Eastern students for 
their outstanding academic achievements and participation in 
extra-curricular activities, the ultimate purpose of the organi-
zation is to gain affiliation with National Mortar Board," Lasky 
said. 
He added, "This has been a five-year project which has taken 
a great deal of time and effort by students and administrators 
alike. It is quite an honor to have been accepted into such a 
prestigious organization. For our students, it's a mark of 
distinction." 
Eastern's Vice President for Student Affairs Glenn Williams 
said, "This is a real boon to our students. Employers are 
looking more and more for people who will go the extra mile and 
not adhere to an eight hour day. Involving oneself in Mortar 
Board gives good evidence that one can accomplish at a high 
academic level and contribute to the organization in other ways 
besides." 
Lasky said Tassels' members completed the application, which 
included a rigorous program review and campus visit by a Mortar 
Board representative. 
He said Tassels' tradition of strong positive programming 
may have played a key role in Eastern's selection to Mortar 
Board. For example, Tassels' members continually perform various 
campus and community services, including participation in fund-
raising activities for the Special Olympics and annual Women's 
Expo and Health Fair at Eastern and for local television sta-
tions. 
-more-
·ADD 2/2/2/2 MORTARBOARD 
Founded in 1918, Mortar Board existed until 1975 as the 
first and only national honor society for senior women. Through 
action of a Special National Conference, Mortar Board opened its 
membership in 1975 to men as well as women. Currently there are 
more than 195 chapters of Mortar Board and approximately 48 
alumni clubs. 
Members of Mortar Board are selected on the basis of leader-
ship, scholarship and service. Candidates must be at least in 
their junior year and meet certain academic requirements. 
Eastern's members will receive enhanced recognition for 
scholastic achievement through scholarships and other special 
awards, Lasky said. 
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